
  
Gem Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

 Significant 2014 Projects 
 
The Gem SWCD worked with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide 7 landown-
ers cost-share to install best management practices 
through EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program), and the Organic Initiative. 
319 funds were instrumental  in the installation of an   
irrigation system . 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Soil health  and cover crops go hand in hand. Pro-
ducers in the District are participating in a pilot pro-
gram called the Haney / Soil Health Test, it is an in-
tegrated approach to soil testing. They will use the 
results to build soil nutrients, reduce soil compac-
tion, reduce soil erosion, reduce the need for com-
mercial fertilizers and grow better crops. 
 
343 acres were contracted to install Best Manage-
ment Practices and address natural resource con-
cerns. Some of the practices were: 
 
Forage & Biomass Planting 
Prescribed Grazing 
Mulch Tillage 
Water Control Structure 
  
Funds awarded to the Gem SWCD by the Idaho Soil 
& Water Conservation Commission for Capacity 
Building were spent on  outreach and education ma-
terial. 

 
         

1805 Highway 16 
Emmett, Idaho 83617 
Phone: 208/365-4212 
Fax:  208/365-7183 
 
SWCD Board Meetings: First Monday 
sheryl.stelling@id.nacdnet.net 

Top 5 Natural Resource Concerns 
 
1. Water Quality 
2. Irrigated Cropland 
3. Urban 
4. Information and Education 
5. District Operations 

2014 Revenue 
County Funding  $     5,000.00 
State Funding        15,538.35 
Federal Grants        18,116.04 
NRCS Funds      127,990.23 
Landowner Match  $   76,794.14                    
Total    $ 243,438.76 
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                   Education/Outreach  
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

          First and Second Place Speech Contest winners 
with chairman Kirk Vickery 

   
  

 Sponsored a District Speech Contest.   
 Sponsored 212 fifth grade students in the poster 

contest. 
 Sent four students to the Natural Resource 

Camp in Ketchum, sponsoring each half of the 
registration. 

 Distributed 316 Blue Spruce tree seedlings to 
third graders during Arbor Day and explained 
the importance of planting a tree/renewable 
resources. 

 Published a district newsletter to keep  farmers 
and ranchers in the District informed, mailing 
to 800 subscribers. 

 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
   
  
 
  
 
 
      Poster Contest Winners at District Level 
                
 

Future Plans/Projects 
 
The 5-Year Plan of Work continues to be the focus 
and guiding document for the Gem SWCD. Some of 
the information for statutory requirements are: 
Load reductions- 
Lower Payette River - 33% for bacteria at the conflu-
ence of the Lower Payette River and the Snake River. 
Snake River – Hells Canyon TMDL – 30% for phos-
phorus . 
Bissel Creek – 34% reduction in sediment  
             87% reduction in bacteria 
 
The Gem SWCD will continue to promote natural 
resource conservation through outreach and educa-
tion programs for local youth, landowners, and future 
farmers and ranchers.   
 
Future workshops to educate landowners are in the 
planning stages and one should be ready by spring of 
2015.  
 
Education to landowners, students, and the general 
public is a priority with the Gem SWCD and one that 
requires continued commitment and participation in 
activities such as National Stewardship Week with 
the Poster and Speech Contests, Arbor Day, Ag Day 
and other means of education or information on natu-
ral resources. 

The District’s mission is to set high standards for conservation of soil, water and related natural resources and encourage coopera-
tion among landowners, government agencies, private organizations and elected officials, through education, technical support 

and financial assistance. 
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  Cliff Fivecoat 
  Tim McFarlane 
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