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REGULAR MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA  
Idaho Soil & Water Conservation Commission 

Wednesday, Feb 17, 2016, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. MT 

Len B. Jordan Bldg., 650 W. State, Boise 
Rm 145 (SWCC Conference rm) 

 
TELECONFERENCE # 1-877-820-7831 Passcode: 922837 

 The Commission will occasionally convene in Executive Session, pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-206(1).  
 Executive Session is closed to the public. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANCE 

The meeting will be held in facilities that meet the accessibility requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you require special 
accommodations to attend, participate in, or understand the meeting, please contact the Idaho Soil & Water Conservation Commission 
at (208) 332-1790 or Info@swc.idaho.gov so advance arrangements can be made. 

Members of the public may address any item on the Agenda during consideration of that item. Those wishing to comment on any 
agenda item are requested to indicate so on the sign-in sheet in advance. Copies of agenda items, staff reports and/or written 
documentation relating to items of business on the agenda are on file in the office of the Idaho Soil & Water Conservation Commission 
in Boise. Upon request, copies can be emailed and will also be available for review at the meeting. 

 1. WELCOME, SELF-INTRODUCTIONS, AND ROLL CALL Chairman Wright 

    

 2. AGENDA REVIEW 
Agenda may be amended after the start of the meeting upon a motion that states the 
reason for the amendment and the good faith reason the item was not included in the 
original agenda. 

Chairman Wright 

    

 3. PARTNER REPORTS  
Typically include NRCS, IASCD, IDEA, Attorney General, DFM, OSC, etc. 

Partners 

     

 4. ADMINISTRATION  

*# a. Minutes 
1. Jan 25, 2016 Joint IASCD/SWCC Meeting 
2. Jan 26, 2016 Regular Meeting  

ACTION: Approve  

Chairman Wright   

*# b. Administrator’s Report 
• Spring IASCD Division Meetings 
• Legislative Committee Presentations 
• Commission Meeting Schedule 

 

Murrison 



(*) Action Item                                                                                                                                                              Wed, Feb 17, 2016 Reg. Meeting Agenda 
(#) Attachment                                                                                                                                                              Date of Notice Feb 11, 2016 
ACTION:  Staff recommended action for Commission Consideration                                                                                                            

 National Association of State Conservation Agencies Annual Dues 
ACTION: Approve ongoing participation in NASCA and payment of 2016 dues. 

*# c. Financial Report  
1. January, 2016 

ACTION: Approve the January 31, 2016 Financial Report 

Yadon  

*# d. Sage Grouse Resolution memo 
ACTION: For direction to staff 

Murrison 

 5. PROGRAMS  

*# a. Resource Conservation & Rangeland Development Program Report 

 RCRDP Update 
o Cash Report for January, 2016 

ACTION: For information only 

Hoebelheinrich 

*# b. IASCD Beginning Farmer Resolution and Alternative 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve a new RCRDP loan term of 10 years with an 
interest rate of 2.75% to be secured with new equipment or real estate and 
offered to all eligible applicants. 

Hoebelheinrich 

 6. OTHER BUSINESS  

 a. Reports 
ACTION: For information only 

Commissioners, Staff 

 7. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Executive Session is closed to the public.  Under the relevant Idaho Code Sections 
noted below, all Board action will be taken publicly in open session directly 
following Executive Session. 

ACTION: Move to enter Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-206(1)(b) 
for the purpose of considering the evaluation of a public employee 

 

 a. Human Resources: Employee Performance Review 
Pursuant to Idaho Code § 74-206(1)(b), the Commission will convene in 
Executive Session for the purpose of considering the evaluation of a public 
employee. 

ACTION: For information only 

Commissioners 

 8. ADJOURN 
The next regular teleconference meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2016. 
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650 W. State St., Room 145 • Boise Idaho 83720 
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     ItemI 

 

 
 
 

IDAHO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION & 
IDAHO ASSOCIATION OF SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICTS BOARD (IASCD) 

SPECIAL JOINT BOARD MEETING  

Date and Time: 
Monday, January 25, 2016 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm MST 

Location: 
The Safari Inn Downtown 
1070 Grove St 
Boise, Idaho  

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Norman Wright (Chair)   
Glen Gier 
Leon Slichter (Secretary) (arrived at 2:49)   
 
IASCD BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Kit Tillotson (President)  Billie Brown (Vice President) 
Steve Becker (Treasurer)  Richard Kunau (Director) 
 
IDEA MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chris Simons 
 
COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT: 
Teri Murrison    Delwyne Trefz 1 

 2 

PARTNERS AND GUESTS PRESENT: 3 

Mark Cecchini-Beaver, Office of the Attorney General 4 

Benjamin Kelly, IASCD 5 

 6 

 7 

ITEM #1: WELCOME AND ROLL CALL 8 

Roll was called at 2:03. Chairman Wright and Commissioner Gier were present and 9 

Commissioners Radford, Trebesch, and Slichter were absent. A quorum was reached at 2:49 pm 10 

when Commissioner Leon Slichter arrived. 11 

 12 

ITEM #2: PARTNERSHIP FY 2017 AND LOGTERM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 13 

Action: None taken 14 
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 15 

ITEM #3:  ADJOURN: 16 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:31 pm. The next Commission Meeting will be held in Boise and 17 

via teleconference on Tuesday, January 26, 2016. 18 

 19 

Respectfully submitted, 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

Leon Slichter, Secretary 24 
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Idaho Soil & Water Conservation Commission 
 

650 W. State St., Room 145 • Boise Idaho 83720 
Telephone: 208-332-1790 • Fax: 208-332-1799 

www.swc.idaho.gov 

     ItemI 

 

 
 
 

IDAHO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

PUBLIC MEETING & TELECONFERENCE 

Date and Time: 
Tuesday, January 26, 2016 
8:00 am – 2:17 pm MST 

Location: 
Len B Jordan Building 
650 W State St, Rm B09 
Boise, Idaho  

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Norman Wright (Chair)  Leon Slichter (Secretary)   
David Radford (via teleconference) Glen Gier 
 
COMMISSION STAFF PRESENT: 
Teri Murrison    Terry Hoebelheinrich  1 

Chuck Pentzer    Delwyne Trefz  2 

Carolyn Watts    Cheryl Wilson  3 

Rhonda Yadon 4 

 5 

COMMISSION FIELD STAFF PRESENT VIA TELECONFERENCE  6 

(joined at 9:00 am to be present for Brian Patton’s presentation): 7 

Jason Miller     Mark Hogen  Eileen Rowan 8 

Rob Sharpnack   Carolyn Firth  Brian Reed 9 

Bill Lillibridge 10 

 11 

PARTNERS AND GUESTS PRESENT: 12 

Mark Cecchini-Beaver, Office of the Attorney General 13 

Steve Becker, IASCD 14 

Kit Tillotson, IASCD 15 

Curtis Elke, NRCS 16 

Joshua Uriarte, OSC 17 

Brian Patton, IDWR 18 

 19 

 20 

ITEM #1: WELCOME AND ROLL CALL 21 

Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.  22 

Roll call: Chairman Norman Wright, Commissioners Leon Slichter, David Radford and Glen Gier 23 

were present. 24 
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ITEM #2: PARTNER REPORTS 25 

The following reports were moved from item 5a: 26 

Curtis Elke, NRCS 27 

Joshua Uriarte, OSC 28 

Action: None taken 29 

 30 

ITEM #2A: RESOURCE CONSERVATION & RANGELAND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM  31 

Action: None taken 32 

 33 

ITEM #3: SURFACE WATER COALTION SETTLEMENT AND IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 34 

RECHARGE PRESENTATION, Brian Patton, Idaho Department of Water Resources 35 

Action: none taken 36 

 37 

ITEM #3A: DISTRICT SUPPORT SERVICES 38 

Action: None taken 39 

 40 

ITEM #3B: PARTNER REPORTS 41 

The following report was moved from item 5a: 42 

Mark Ceccini-Beaver, AG 43 

Action: None taken 44 

 45 

ITEM #4a: MINUTES  46 

Sept 24, 2015 47 

Oct 30, 2015 48 

Nov 13, 2015 49 

Nov 15, 2015 50 

Nov 17, 2015 51 

 52 

Action: Commissioner Slichter moved to approve the above-listed minutes as submitted. 53 

Commissioner Gier seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 54 

 55 

ITEM #4B: ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 56 

Action: Commissioner Radford moved to direct staff to donate $6,000 to Bear Lake SWCD over 57 

the next three years to support the FY 2018 Idaho International Envirothon.  Commissioner Gier 58 

seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 59 

 60 

ITEM #4C: FINANCIAL REPORTS 61 

Action: Commissioner Gier moved to approve the amended August 2015 financial report. 62 

Commissioner Slichter seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 63 

 64 

Action: Commissioner Slichter moved to approve the September financial report as submitted. 65 

Commissioner Gier seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 66 

Action: Commissioner Gier moved to approve the October financial report as submitted. 67 

Commissioner Slichter seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 68 
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 69 

Action: Commissioner Gier moved to approve the November financial report as submitted. 70 

Commissioner Slichter seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 71 

 72 

Action: Commissioner Radford moved to approve the December financial report as submitted. 73 

Commissioner Slichter seconded the motion. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 74 

 75 

ITEM #5: PARTNER REPORTS 76 

See items 2, and 3B 77 

 78 

ITEM 6A: OTHER BUSINESS 79 

Action: None taken 80 

 81 

Action: Commissioner Slichter moved to convene in Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code § 82 

74-2061(b) for the purpose of considering the evaluation of a public employee.  There is no 83 

anticipated action during the Executive session.  Commissioner Gier seconded the motion.  84 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 85 

 86 

ITEM #7: EXECUTIVE SESSION 87 

Executive Session commenced at 12:43 pm 88 

Roll call: Chairman Norman Wright, Commissioners Leon Slichter, David Radford and Glen Gier 89 

were present. 90 

 91 

Administrator Murrison and Deputy Attorney General Cecchini-Beaver were present during 92 

Executive Session.  93 

Commissioner Radford left the meeting at 1:28 pm 94 

 95 

Administrator Murrison and Deputy Attorney General Cecchini-Beaver were excused at 2:05. 96 

Executive Session ended at 2:15 pm. 97 

Commissioners reconvened in Open Session at 2:16. 98 

 99 

ITEM #8:  ADJOURN: 100 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:17. The next Commission Meeting will be held in Boise via 101 

teleconference on Wednesday, February 17, 2016, at 8:00 am. 102 

 103 

Respectfully submitted, 104 

 105 

 106 

 107 

Leon Slichter, Secretary 108 



 

 

ITEM #4b 
 

TO:  CHAIRMAN WRIGHT AND COMMISSIONERS RADFORD, GIER, WRIGHT, SLICHTER, AND 
TREBESCH 

FROM:  TERI MURRISON, ADMINISTRATOR 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 10, 2016 
RE:  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 
Spring IASCD Division Meetings - Specific locations and meeting times will follow as facilities are 
confirmed.  

 
IASCD 

Division Hosting District Date Suggested 
Commissioner 

6 Yellowstone February 16th Soil Health 
Workshop in Idaho Falls 

Radford 

3 Payette March 8 Trebesch 
4 Blaine March 9 Gier 
5 South Bingham March 16 Wright 
1 Boundary Late March Slichter 
2 Idaho Late spring tour Slichter 

 
Legislative Committee Presentations 

The Commission’s annual presentation to the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee (JFAC) was 
delivered on February 2. Staff has requested time of all five House and Senate germane committees this 
month. Known appointments are: 

Committee Location Date Time 
Senate Ag 
Committee  State Capitol Bldg., WW53 February  9 8:00 am 

 House Ag 
Affairs State Capitol Bldg., EW42 February  16 1:30 pm 

Senate 
Resources & 
Environment 

State Capitol Bldg., WW55 March 2 1:30 pm 

 House 
Resources & 
Conservation 

State Capitol Bldg.,   tba   

 House 
Environment, 
Energy, 
Technology 

 State Capitol Bldg., tba   

  



 

 

Commission Meeting Schedule 

The remaining Regular Commission meeting dates and tentative locations are as follows: 

Date & Time Type of Meeting, Location In Person (IP)/ 
Teleconference (T) 

 April 21, 8:00 am Regular meeting/650 W. State St., Rm. 
145, Boise (teleconference) 

T 

 May 19, 8:00 am Regular meeting/650 W. State St., Rm. 
145, Boise (teleconference) 

T 

 June 9, 8:00 Regular meeting, LBJ Building, 650 W. 
State, Basement Conference Room, 
Boise 

IP 

 June 10, time tba Joint Board Meeting with IASCD, Safari 
Inn, 1070 Grove Street, Boise 

IP 

Should there be important loan or other business to conduct, the Chairman may elect to call a special 
meeting via teleconference to accomplish it. 

National Association of State Conservation Agencies Annual Dues 

For the last two years, the Commission has been an active participant in the National Association of 
State Conservation Agencies (NASCA).  Participating in NASCA has enabled the Commission to actively 
participate in national policy discussions and develop a robust network of relationships with similar 
agencies across the country for information and knowledge sharing. In addition, your administrator 
serves as the Pacific Region NASCA Director, assisting NASCA with outreach to potential members and 
interstate coordination among member agencies. Attached is a copy of NASCA’s 2015 Annual Report for 
your information. 

Also attached is a letter from NASCA executive director Mike Brown along with an invoice for 2016 dues. 
Dues have not increased and payment of NASCA dues is contained in the current year’s budget. Staff 
recommends the administrator’s continued participation in NASCA and payment of 2016 NASCA dues. 

ACTION: Approve ongoing participation in NASCA and payment of 2016 dues. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• NASCA 2015 Annual Report 
• Letter and Invoice from Mike Brown, NASCA Executive Director for 2016 Dues 





























 
Item # 4c 

TO:  CHAIRMAN WRIGHT AND COMMISSIONERS RADFORD, GIER, SLICHTER, AND 
TREBESCH 

FROM:  RHONDA YADON, FINANCIAL SPECIALIST 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 9, 2016 
RE:  FINANCIAL REPORTS, FISCAL MATTERS 

Attached for your review are the financial reports for January 31, 2016 which include the Detail Financial 
Report and the YTD Financial Summary.  By looking at the combination of these two reports, you will 
notice that in Operating Expenditures in the general fund, for example, that even though we have spent 
74 percent of our budget (due to several large annual and semi-annual billings), we should end the year 
very close to budget as the projected expenditures for February through June is only approximately 23 
percent of budget.  Overall, I believe that we are in good financial standing.  I will review these reports 
on all the funds at your meeting beginning with the Detail Report and will answer any questions you 
might have. 

Honorariums are paid by statute to Commissioners at $50 per meeting day.  In addition, the Commission 
pays FICA and Worker’s Compensation costs for each Commissioner.  Dividing the budgeted amount 
equally, it was projected that each Commissioner could attend 22 meetings this year (in person or via 
teleconference) under the current budget.  Due to the method that Worker’s Compensation is allocated 
to all employees, our benefit costs are higher than projected.  For the remainder of this fiscal year, if we 
can keep total Commissioner meeting days to 100 (20 days each), we should be able to remain within 
our budget for honorariums. 

Here is a schedule of the balances remaining of all the Commissioner honorariums, which can help the 
Chairman decide which Commissioners to send to some of the optional meetings and events so that we 
don’t go over our honorarium budget.  We are in good standing with the travel budget for 
Commissioners as we have only spent 38 percent of the allocation. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve the January 31, 2016 Financial Report 

Encl:  SWC Detail Financial Report for January 31, 2016 
 SWC Summary Financial Report as of January 31, 2016 
  
  

Wright 20 / 21 $187 $1,187 $1,285 ($98)

Gier 20 / 11 187 $1,187 $667 $520 

Trebesch 20 / 13 187 $1,187 $803 $384 

Radford 20 / 12 187 $1,187 $734 $453 

Slichter 20 / 18 187 $1,187 $1,088 $99 

Totals $935 $5,935 $4,576 $1,359 

Commissioner

Days 
Budgeted/
Traveled 
to Date

Benefit Costs 
included in 

Honorariums

Honorariums 
Budgeted

Expended 
to Date

Remaining



Updated: 1/8/2016

Fund Summaries

Fund Source

Personnel Funds

 Budget  Expenditures  
 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining  Budget  Expenditures  

 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining 

1,119,800$      652,809$           420,558$       46,433$              155,200$    93,284$          58,443$          3,473$              

Operating Funds

 Budget  Expenditures  
 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining  Budget  Expenditures  

 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining  Budget  Expenditures  

 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining  Budget  Expenditures  

 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining 

169,400$         125,692$           39,707$          4,001$                20,000$         2,115$             3,048$               14,837$              146,100$    42,228$          66,164$          37,708$           30,000$          880$               5,720$            23,400$          

Capital Funds

 Budget  Expenditures  
 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining 

47,700$           -$                   47,700$          -$                    

Trustee and Benefit

 Budget  Expenditures  
 Expenditures 

Projected 
 Remaining 

1,253,200$      1,253,200$        -$                -$                    

Fund Source

Beg Cash at 

7/1/15
 Plus Total 

Receipts 

 Less Total 

Expenses 

 Actual Cash 

balance 

Beg Cash at 

7/1/15
 Plus Total 

Receipts 

 Less Total 

Expenses 

 Actual Cash 

balance 

Beg Cash at 

7/1/15
 Plus Total 

Receipts 

 Less Total 

Expenses 

 Actual Cash 

balance 

Beg Cash at 

7/1/15
 Plus Total 

Receipts 

 Less Total 

Expenses 

 Actual Cash 

balance 

2,590,100$      -$                   2,031,700$    558,400$           5,872$           14$                   2,115$               3,771$                6,586,137$ 631,605$        433,776$        6,783,966$      25,484$          12,652$          880$               37,256$          

Appropriation

Cash Balance at 01/31/16

Soil and Water Conservation

FY2016 YTD Financial Summary Through January 31, 2016

General Fund Professional Services RCRDP Loan Administration

Professional Services RCRDP Loan Administration Revolving LoanGeneral Fund

Revolving Loan



GENERAL FUND

FY16 BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

thru End of 

Current 

Month BALANCE BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

Thru End 

of 

Current BALANCE BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

Thru End 

of 

Current BALANCE BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE Thru 

End of 

Current 

Month BALANCE 

BEG CASH 

AT 7/1/15

PLUS TOTAL 

REC TO 

DATE

LESS TOTAL EXP 

TO DATE

ACTUAL 

CASH 

BALANCE 

End of 

Current 

INDEX
7101 MANAGEMENT ADMIN 266,000 150,580 115,420 43,742 35,295 8,447 309,742 185,876 123,866
7111 MANAGEMENT BOARD 30,450 3,781 26,669 11,645 4,871 6,774 42,095 8,652 33,443
7201 FIELD STAFF 487,600 295,827 191,773 95,888 76,219 19,669 47,700 47,700 631,188 372,046 259,143
7301 PROGRAMS 201,700 121,790 79,910 2,378 58 2,320 204,078 121,848 82,230
7310 DISTRICT ALLOCATIONS 1,103,200 1,103,200 0 1,103,200 1,103,200 0
7320 DISTRICT CAPACITY BLDG 150,000 150,000 0 150,000 150,000 0

7350 CREP 134,050 80,831 53,219 15,747 9,249 6,498 149,797 90,079 59,718
TOTAL GENERAL FUND 0001 1,119,800 652,809 466,991 169,400 125,692 43,708 47,700 0 47,700 1,253,200 1,253,200 0 2,590,100 0 2,031,700 558,400

58.30% 74.20% 100.00% 78.44%

7325 SWC PROFESSIONAL SERV 20,000 2,115 17,885 5,872 14 2,115 3,771
TOTAL FUND 0450 0 0 0 20,000 2,115 17,885 0 0 0 0 0 0 5,872 14 2,115 3,771

10.58% 36.03%
DEDICATED FUND

FY16 BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

thru End of 

Current 

Month BALANCE BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

Thru End 

of 

Current BALANCE BUDGET

ACTUAL 

EXPENSE 

Thru End 

of 

Current BALANCE 

BEG CASH 

AT 7/1/15

PLUS TOTAL 

REC TO DATE

LESS 

TOTAL EXP 

TO DATE

ACTUAL 

CASH 

BALANCE 

End of 

Current 

NOTES 

RECEIVABLE 

7/1/15

LOANS PAID 

OUT, 

COLLECTIONS 

/ADJUSTMENTS 

TO DATE

NOTES 

RECEIVABLE 

End of Cur 

period

7351 RCRDP LOAN ADMIN 155,200 93,284 61,916 146,100 42,228 103,872 6,586,137 631,605 433,776 6,783,966 3,365,718 298,264 3,130,646
TOTAL RCRDP ADMIN 0522-01 155,200 93,284 61,916 146,100 42,228 103,872 0 0 0 6,586,137 631,605 433,776 6,783,966 (533,336)

60.11% 28.90% 6.59%

7361 REVOLVING LOAN - DEQ 30,000 880 29,120 25,484 12,652 880 37,256 572,995 0 494,587
TOTAL DEQ LOAN 0529-16 0 0 0 30,000 880 29,120 0 0 0 25,484 12,652 880 37,256 (78,408)

ADV FROM

PAYMENTS/ADJ 

TO DATE

ADV FROM 

END OF CUR 

PERIOD
2.93% 3.45% 515,723 (77,305) 438,418

PERSONNEL OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY CASH BALANCE SHEET

SWC DETAIL FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF January 31, 2016
PERSONNEL OPERATING CAPITAL OUTLAY TRUSTEE & BENEFITS CASH



 

 

ITEM #4d 
 

TO:  CHAIRMAN WRIGHT AND COMMISSIONERS RADFORD, GIER, WRIGHT, SLICHTER, AND 
TREBESCH 

FROM:  TERI MURRISON, ADMINISTRATOR 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 10, 2016 
RE:  GREATER SAGE GROUSE RESOLUTION 

Attached for your review and consideration is the resolution adopted by IASCD on the Greater Sage 
Grouse proposed listing. 

After discussion at your last meeting, staff would like further direction from Board members.   

ACTION: For direction to staff 

ATTACHMENTS: 
• IASCD Greater Sage Grouse Resolution 



Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts 

Committee Resolutions 

 

        Resolution No.:   R-15-02         
 

Resolution Subject/Title:  Greater Sage-Grouse        
Sponsoring District:  IASCD Board of Directors     
Date Submitted:  August 20, 2015 
District Contact:  Kit Tillotson (IASCD President) 
Phone Number:  (208) 251-5829 
      

Committee to Review Resolution:  
        
Resolutions Subcommittee Determination:     Accepted     Rejected 
 
Standing Committee Determination:    Pass   Do Not Pass   No Recommendation 
 
IASCD Action:    Passed      Failed      Tabled 

WHEREAS, the State of Idaho opposes the arbitrary listing of the greater sage-grouse as 1 

threatened or endangered under the endangered species act; and 2 

 3 

WHEREAS, Idaho’s state and local efforts have demonstrated a valuable increase of health and 4 

population of the greater sage-grouse; and 5 

 6 

WHEREAS, continuing with or implementing future federal land use planning through an obscure 7 

and hidden process undermines the effectiveness of locally lead conservation efforts; and 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, the State of Idaho and its agricultural and natural resource community has paid a 10 

heavy cost in time, effort and funding; and 11 

 12 

WHEREAS, the corresponding federal agencies have not properly recognized the state and local 13 

sage grouse management plans by giving them priority of preserving the species and its habitat; 14 

 15 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts supports Idaho’s 16 

Governor, Attorney General and Legislature in efforts to keep the greater sage-grouse off the 17 

threatened and endangered species list. 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 

 32 



 

COMMISSION 

H. Norman Wright 
Chairman 

Jerry Trebesch 
Vice Chairman 

Leon Slichter 
Secretary 

Dave Radford 
Commissioner 

Glen Gier 
Commissioner 

Teri A. Murrison 
Administrator 

Item 5a 

TO:  CHAIRMAN WRIGHT, COMMISSIONERS GIER, RADFORD, SLICHTER, 
AND TREBESCH  

FROM: TERRY HOEBELHEINRICH, LOAN OFFICER  
DATE:  February 10, 2016  
RE:  RCRDP UPDATE 

 

Marketing  COMPLETED (since last report) 

 Western Idaho Ag Expo, January, Caldwell 

 PLANNED 

 Soil Health Symposium, February, Ontario, OR 

 Direct Seed Workshop, February, Idaho Falls 

 Idaho Family Forest Landowners Conference, March, 
Moscow 

Loan 
Applications 

 3 loan inquiries have been received since the last update 
on January 19 

 0 loan applications received 

 3 loan applications in  process 

 0 loan applications denied 

Delinquencies  1 

Cash Report  RCRDP Cash Report for January 

 
ACTION:  For Information Only

 





  
 

ITEM #5b 
 

TO:  CHAIRMAN WRIGHT AND COMMISSIONERS RADFORD, GIER, WRIGHT, SLICHTER, AND 
TREBESCH 

FROM:  TERRY HOEBELHEINRICH, LOAN OFFICER 
DATE:  FEBRUARY 10, 2016 
RE:  IASCD BEGINNING FARMER RESOLUTION UPDATE 

 

IASCD Beginning Farmer Resolution Update 
 
Staff has obtained the final resolution from the Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts.   
 
See the attached IASCD resolution R-15-03.   
 
Implementation of this resolution requires a change in Administrative Rules. 
 
Administrative Rules 
Creating or changing administrative rules is a lengthy process and will require significant staff time.  The 
state offers a 137 page Rule Writers Manual to guide staff through the process.  There are 25 steps and 
the process will take approximately 1 year to complete.   
 
See the attached Rule Promulgation documents.   
 
Included in these steps are the required approval from the Division of Financial Management and the 
Governor’s Policy Advisors to proceed with the development of rules.  It is expected multiple meetings 
will be needed to obtain feedback about proposed rules.  And of course the Legislature must approve 
the rules next year. 
 
USDA Beginning Farmer Definition 
Staff researched the USDA beginning farmer definition by contacting Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Both organizations have their own definition of a 
beginning farmer.   
 
See the attached Limited Resource Farmer/Rancher Beginning Farmer definitions for FSA, NRCS and an 
appendix. 
 
According to FSA staff a beginning farmer program will require that a determination will be needed each 
time a loan inquiry and application is made to the RCRDP.  This will require tax returns, proof of 



  

production experience and management experience.  This determination will add to the loan inquiry 
and loan application processing time. 
 
Proposed Alternative to the Beginning Farmer Program 
The Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts resolution asks for a minimal interest rate. This 
presumably is a rate that approaches zero interest included in their original resolution.  A minimal 
interest rate will provide little revenue for the program.  RCRDP expenses have been greater than 
revenues for several years and a beginning farmer program will only make the shortfall worse. 
   
Staff believes an RCRDP beginning farmer program would be a lengthy process to create and would add 
significant time, paperwork, and verification to the loan application process.  The Commission is aware 
of previous complaints about the length and extent of the require loan application process and the 
beginning farmer program may result in additional complaints.   
 
Instead, there is an alternative that will be faster, simpler and more effective than the proposed 
Beginning Farm Program. 
 
Staff suggests adding a new loan term and interest rate to help all farmers and ranchers improve their 
cash flow while implementing conservation measures.  This change could be implemented immediately 
by the Commission through Board action.  Furthermore this action is flexible and can be modified by the 
Board at any time.  The Commissioners can change interest rates and terms as long as the changes do 
not violate any Idaho laws or administrative rules. 
 
Staff recommends offering a loan with a 10 year term at 2.75% to be secured with new equipment or 
real estate.   
 
Attached is a loan comparison and proposed term and interest rates for your review and possible action. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approve a new RCRDP loan term of 10 years with an interest rate of 2.75% to 
be secured with new equipment or real estate and offered to all eligible applicants. 
 
 
Attachments 

• IASCD Resolution R-15-03. 
• Rule Promulgation documents 
• NRCS Limited Resource Farmer and Rancher Beginning Farmer Program definition 
• Farm Service Agency Beginning Farmer Definition 
• GAO Appendix V FSA and NRCS Beginning Farmer Definitions 
• Loan Comparison 
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